A REPUDIATION

"My note1 has served a very useful purpose in the other States,
if not in Cutch* The leaders have a greater sense of res-
ponsibility and realize that my opinion should have no weight
with them, except to the extent that it appeals to their heads
and hearts.^

Janab Yusuf Meherally, President, Cutch Pfajakiya
Parishad, writes:

^In a recent Issue of the HariJan^ under the caption Leaders Musf
Lead, you have made reference to Cutch which raises one or two
points that need to be cleared up. The note has it that a Cutcb
worker informed you that 'some leaders in Cutch are telling the
people there that but for your stopping civil disobedience, they
would to-day be enjoying responsible government or something
near it9

"We were not a little surprised to read this, for, to the best
of my knowledge, none of our responsible workers in Cutch
has said this. Since the suspension of the satyagraha by us under
your advice on April i, I alone must have addressed over 200
meetings all over Cutch. -My other colleagues in Cutch have
similarly done a great deal of touring. But nowhere -have our
leading workers given expression to such sentiments. In fact,
at a public meeting in the capital town of Bhuj, "which is our head-
quarters, I asked the large gathering present if any among them
had heard these or similar wolds. The unanimous reply was in
the negative. I asked again if there were any persons in the au-
dience who had recollection of hearing anything that even resembled
this. Not one such person was there. I do not wish to labour
the point any further. But we could not help feeling hurt that
you should have lent the weight of your name to a statement which,
on further enquiry, you would have found to be incorrect."

I gladly publish this repudiation. But I must say that
there was no occasion for the President to feel hurt. Had I
mentioned names, I would certainly have referred to him
before writing the note. But when a responsible worker
asked me if I had stopped civil disobedience in Cutch and

1 "Leaders Must 'Lead.